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Good morning MissionView. 

Last week we talked looked at the first half of chapter three in 1 Corinthians. Paul addresses the 
immaturity of the church and the consequences of their immaturity. He continued to point to Christ and 
not the preachers and teachers in the church. 

He calls them nothing and God is everything. Pretty powerful statement. Paul then began to give us 1 of 
three metaphors of the church. He talked about a field. That the church was like a field and preachers 
and teachers plant and water but God gives the growth. Again pointing the attention, adoration, 
appreciation to where it should be God. 

This week we will see two more metaphors or pictures Paul paints to drive home this point of God does 
the work of our sanctification or change. God is the one who gives growth and change for the good of 
His kingdom and church. 

We pick up in this letter in chapter 3 verse 9: Let’s pray before we read Gods word. 

1 Corinthians 3:9–23 (ESV): 

9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a 
foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the 

Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one 
has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If 
anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 

16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys 
God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a 
fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He 
catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is 
God’s. 

  



1. Our foundation is Christ. 
11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

We can build on the wrong foundation. What has Paul been talking about this whole time? The gospel 
right? The good news. He said earlier that he chose to bring them nothing but Christ crucified. 

But we can try and find other foundations. Build on other foundations. We can build on or hope in our 
bank accounts or our investments. We can hope in how other treat us or look up to us. 

We can try to build on foundations of good works or social justice issues or education. These are all good 
things but they are not the foundational thing Paul is talking about. 

When God is directing us to the foundational thing He is separating out the good from greatest. The 
wants and desires from the need or ultimate thing. 

We can make secondary things primary and when we do we end up in a mess and that is where Corinth 
was headed. When we make secondary things primary we begin to draw lines in the sand with the 
people God has called us to prefer, love, and view as better than ourselves. 

Making secondary things primary always divides us. 

In Corinth it was who was teaching and the style, passion or presentation they taught with. All of that is 
secondary if the message is the same. If the gospel is being presented for the glory of God, preach the 
way God created you to preach. 

We have secondary things too, good, valuable things but secondary. The church has developed, and 
idolized, all kinds of secondary things over the years. Band or organ, Guitar or Piano, altar or no altar, 
ESV or NIV, Red carpet or tan carpet, a cappella or instrumental, Grape juice or wine. 

There has been church splits over almost all of those issues. 

Some of them so silly. 

The concern comes in when a secondary issues hits us so Hard in the face that we feel pressed or deeply 
convicted to make a secondary thing primary. It’s usually when a secondary issue hits us right in the 
feels. You know what I mean. It hits our hearts. 

Like social justice issues. These are heart wrenching, infuriating injustices we feel that we have to do 
something about. The sex slave industry, child abuse, domestic violence, racism, abortion. 

We see these things and we are filled with anger and frustration. but hear me on this church this is the 
truth God wants us to get. 

Dealing with all of those thing. Fighting racism, abortion, sex slavery, domestic violence. Addressing 
those things has to be an outworking or fruit of the gospel work in our lives. 

The fruit of the gospel preached is hearts on fire to see the rule and reign of God here and now and in 
the mess of this world. When we fully grasp the truth of the good news and forgiveness and protection 
and grace, mercy, and hope of God in our lives we will not stand by while children are being sold and 
abused, while babies are being murdered or racism and injustices are being done. 



The good news we have been gifted with compels us to do something. The Holy Spirit who lives in us will 
nudge, push and motivate us to do something about anything that goes against what God says is good. 

But here is the key. We can’t make those things primary. We can’t build the church on anti racism or 
anti abortion. The church is built on Christ. Now Christ is anti racism and anti abortion yes absolutely 
and we should work against those things but we have to remember the foundation, the primary, the 
ultimate thing or motivational things behind everything else is Christ and Him crucified. 

Have you ever forgot why you were doing something? 

I was in a church meeting one time and hundreds of pastors were talking about what we should be 
focused on and how we could pull all of our resources to make a difference. I was thinking this was goin 
got be great. We spent a few hours talking at table and sharing ideas, and let me tell you there were 
some amazing ideas. When it was all said and done we had strategic plan to address serious homeless 
issues in the city. 

But when I got home I thought to myself what about their souls? We can feed them, clothe them, give 
them a roof over their head but what about their souls, what about their eternity, what about what 
really matters? Absolutely we should feed clothe and give a roof but not without sharing the good news! 

We got so caught up and passionate about a secondary thing we forgot the primary thing, the gospel. 
Everlasting life with our creator. 

Secondary things are byproducts of the primary thing. 

Simply said: 

Good works are the fruit of deep gospel roots. 

2. The foundation is laid but we have work to do. 
12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each 
one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the 
fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation 
survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself 
will be saved, but only as through fire. 16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, 
and you are that temple. 

The temple Paul is talking about is the church and the foundation of the church is Christ. We proclaim 
the gospel, the good news of Jesus! 

We have to build on that foundation and we can build well or poorly. If we build well, it will last and be 
of eternal value. If we build poorly it won't last and it will be burned up in the end, it will have no eternal 
value. 



Paul uses two sets of building materials: 

 

Warren Weirsbe says in his expositional guide that these materials symbolize the doctrines of the word 
of God, and I agree with him. In each section of this chapter, the Word is symbolized in a way that fits 
the image of the church Paul used. The Word is food for the family, seed for the field, and materials for 
the temple. 

The Book of Proverbs presents the wisdom of the Word of God as treasure to be sought, protected, and 
invested in daily life.When you remember that Paul has been writing about wisdom in these first three 
chapters, you can easily see the connection. The Corinthians were trying to build their church by man’s 
wisdom, the wisdom of this world, when they should have been depending on the wisdom of God as 
found in the Word. 

We have to feed on and be filled with the truths of God’s word and the out-workings or fruit of that is 
the unity the church in Corinth and we need. 

Veteran missionary to India, Amy Carmichael, used to say, “The work will never go deeper than we have 
gone ourselves. 

Only when God’s word lights a fire in our hearts, will that fire burn with lasting and righteous rewards. 

I love God’s word! In my darkest hours it has brought me light. 

In my highest of highs it has tempered my happiness with God centered joy. In deepest grief it has 
brought me near to the only one who could comfort me. 

Do you love God’s word? Is it life and hope and joy and peace to you. Do you meet with God in the 
singing of His word and truth in worship. Do you fall to your knees in prayer knowing He will answer. 

We need to train ourselves in God’s word. It’s not fun to run... at first but after you do it a while, it 
becomes addicting… you love it… it refreshes you, clears your mind, and you see the results of the hard 
work and investment you are making. 



So run after Jesus! Let your heart be overwhelmed by the grace and mercy He offers. Remember your 
first love, that moment of salvation where mercy triumphed over judgement. Dance like David danced 
because he knew the presence of God was all he needed. 

Let’s move on to verse 18: 

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a 
fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He 
catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is 
God’s. 

3. I’m a fool for Christ, who’s fool are you? 

Explanation  

Illustration  

Application  

Closing 

Three Action Steps: 

1. Share your faith with someone.  

• Maybe your story about how you met the Lord and how He changed your life. 

2. Study God’s word 15 minutes every day.  

• Read, or memorize or find a good bible study guide. 

3. Spend time in prayer.  

• Pray for your family, for God to speak to you through His word.  
• Pray for Him to deepen your faith and understanding. For wisdom and grace to grow in 

your relationship.  
• Pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

 


